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Receive the children in reverence 

Educate the children in love 

Send them forth in f reedom

- Rudolf Steiner

Spirit of the Lake Community School is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization  
and does not discriminate on the basis of ethnicity, national origin, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender expression, age, height, weight, physical or  
mental ability, veteran status, military obligations, and marital status in the  
administration of its educational policies and programs or hiring practices. 

Led by Waldorf-trained teachers, Spirit of the Lake Community 

School in Duluth, MN, honors and educates the whole child by 

equally engaging body, mind, emotion & spirit. 



We gratefully acknowledge the following individuals and donors who 
generously provided support during the school year.   

Every gift makes a difference! 

310 Pub 

A Band Called Truman 

AICHO 

Alakef 

Liz Allen 

Amethyst Leamuria Designs 

Anahata Herbals 

Anonymous 

Aztecas Mexican Grill 

David Baker 

Elliott Baker 

Nolan Baker 

John Bellehumeur  

Julie Bellehumeur  

Susan Bellehumeur  

Dawn Bendiske  

Bent Paddle Brewing Company 

Blacklist Beer 

Board & Brush 

Larry & Ann Bowman 

Canal Park Brewery 

Castle Danger Brewery 

Cedar Lake Teas 

Terrance Christiansen 

Katie Cook 

Roxanne Cornwell 

Crooked Pint 

Curran Tax  

Dave’s Pizza/Skyline Lanes 

DKK Accounting 

Carmel DeMaioribus 

Linda DiBello   

Dickey's Barbecue Pit 

Suzanna Didier, Bruce Beaman 

Earl and  Mary Dowell 

Laurie Dowell 

Mark Dowell 

Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra 

Elephant Hotel 

Emily Heart Acupuncture 

Epicurean 

Margaret Fawcett 

Dean & Tammy Fox 

Ella Fox 

John Fox 

Framing by Stengl 

Shelley Getten 

Jolanda Glendenning 

Diane Gregoire 

Kyle Hanson 

Hartley Nature Center 

Healing Ways Massage 

Jim Heffernan 

Hemlocks Leatherworks 

Donna Hennen 

Ashley Hise  

Corrine Hobbs 

Holiday 

Hoops Brewing/The Ripple Bar 

Karin Kramer 

Kayla Krasselt Photography 

Kenwood Lutheran Church 

Kiah Wood Massage 

Patricia Koenig 

Douglas & Nancy Lane 

Georgia Lane 

Michelle LeBeau 

Ted & Nancy Lewis  

Living Art Tattoo 

Melvin & Lois Long 

Long Prairie Treehouse 

Luke Chiropractic 

Greg & Patty Luke 

Martha’s Daughter Restaurant 

Jess McCullough 

Eric & Angela Mejdrich 

Members Cooperative Credit Union 

Mercurius USA 

Mike and Jen’s Hot Cocoa 

MoeSewCo 

Rita Morris 

Sondra Mowers 

LeeAnn Myers 

Anne Munsinger 

New Scenic Cafe 

Northern Waters Smokehaus 

OMC Smokehouse 

Namaste Gifts and Healing 

Nora Pierce 

Katrina Pierson  

Jim & Jill Pospisil 

Karen Pringle 

Rebekah Scott Designs 

Red Herring Lounge 

Red Mountain 

Janet Reynolds 

Josie Scheiterlein 

Kent Schul 

Zach Schul & Kim Nordin 

James Starzynski & Julie Flint 

Steve Sola 

Blaine & Janet Strong 

The Depot Matinee Musicale 

The Happy Crystal Shop 

Joy Turnbull-Dunham 

Vela Strategy 

Vikre Distillery 

Vitta Pizza 

Jason Wall & Wendy Saliin 

Whole Foods Coop 

Women Circling Women 

Yarn Harbor 

Zen House 

Zenith Bookstore 

Zevia 

Please accept our apologies for any 
errors or omissions. 

It takes a village. We are so grateful for the collective efforts of our  
community of faculty, staff, parents,  students, volunteers, donors and partners. 

We are fortunate to have generous volunteers 
who donate their work, wealth and wisdom 
to our school community. From behind the 
scenes to the front of the classroom, it is our 
volunteers who make our school function. 
Thank you to each and every one of you for 
all that you do. 

Bookkeeper, Jill Pospisil 

Classroom Parents 

Dropoff/Pickoff Supervisors

 Local Gifts Fundraiser Vendors 

Musicians 

Parent Council  

Photographer, Kayla Krasselt 

Postering Crew 

Rummage Sale Volunteers & Donors 

Running Club Leader, Jim Pospisil 

School Cleaning Volunteers 

Site Volunteers 

Snack Providers for Faculty Meeting  

Stone Soup Volunteers 



Rudolf Steiner’s Waldorf educational model guides our school philosophy. 

SLCS preserves and respects the wonder of childhood with developmentally  
appropriate lessons that maintain a connection to the natural world and speak to 
the child's imagination. Lessons are infused with joy, creativity and compassion, 
which stimulates higher-level thinking, develops emotional intelligence and inspires 
artistic expression.  

Our teachers stay with the same class from grades 
one through eight, building a sustained teacher-
student relationship which allows for a more  
personalized understanding of each child. From this, 
a vibrant classroom community naturally develops 
which nurtures compassionate student  
relationships. 

Subjects are taught in such a way that the whole child is involved in the learning 
process, including writing and illustrating their own lesson books beginning in 
Grade One. We bring an interdisciplinary approach to a wide range of subjects 
including mathematics, literature, creative writing, botany, zoology, chemistry, 
physics, physiology, classical history and geography. 

We are proud to offer a curriculum that integrates 
art and music across all subject areas, and includes 
drawing, painting, modeling and sculpting, drama, 
diatonic and pentatonic flutes, form drawing, and 
soprano and alto recorders. Our specialty teachers 
provide instruction in Spanish, handwork, wood-
work, form drawing and strings’ ensemble. 

Our Growing Together program serves parents and their children from birth-36 
months, and we invite homeschool families to join our school through a variety of 
class offerings taught by our faculty and specialty teachers. This was our first year 
offering Summer Camps and we plan to offer additional afterschool programming in 
the future. 

7th grade Student Art 

7th grade Student Lesson Book 



Julie Bellehumeur, Growing Together Instructor 

Eli Bissonette, Strings’ Music Instructor 

John Finkle, Woodwork Instructor  

Savannah Prairie, Handwork Instructor  

Lyndi Sakuray, Spanish Instructor 

James Starzynski, Storyteller/Instructor 

Ella Fox, KinderFarm Teaching Assistant 

Beth Lattery, KinderFarm Cook & Aftercare

Julie Bellehumeur 

Angela Mejdrich 

Central to the mission and 
function of Spirit of the Lake 
Community School is caring 
for and educating the chil-
dren using a Waldorf ap-
proach. Encircling the 
children and the Waldorf im-
pulse is the Faculty, then the 
Board of Directors and Ad-
ministration. Each layer of 
the circle strives to work in 
harmony and integrity with 
the other layers.  These 
groups work collaboratively 
to accomplish the full range 
of the school’s functions in 
pursuit of its mission. 

The Faculty holds pedagogical leadership and actualization of the mission through 

· Curriculum development

· Pedagogical policy

· Program administration

· Personnel hiring and dismissal

· Professional development

· Student admissions

· Festival life of the school

The Board of Directors supports the school’s mission through 

· Providing financial oversight

· Assuring compliance with all applicable laws and regulations

· Ensuring the long-term sustainability of the school

The Administration manages and develops resources in service to the school’s mis-
sion by 

· Implementing policies and plans

· Managing human resources

· Facilitating daily school operations

We are fortunate to have generous  
volunteers who donate their work, wealth 
and wisdom to our school community. 
From behind the scenes to the front of the 
classroom, it is our volunteers who make 
our school function. Thank you for all that 
you do! 

Development Committee 

Finance Committee 

Parent Council 

Site Committee 

Special Event Committees 

Strategic Planning Committee 

Tuition Committee 

Wendy Saliin 

Jill Pospisil  

Kim Nordin  

Jocelyn Strand 

Tammy Fox  

Ted Lewis 

Suzanna Didier  

Angela Mejdrich 

Suzanna Didier   

Perin Ellsworth-Heller 

Ashley Hise 

Nancy Lewis  

Elaine Schmid 

6th grade Student Art 



We are a small but growing community that strives to be accessible to all families who wish 
to be a part of our school. Our tuition is one-half to one-third the cost of a typical Waldorf 
school. We are realizing our vision to purchase a site for the school that will allow us to 
continue to grow and expand into an even fuller and more diverse student body.  

In the Waldorf model of education, the first years of school focus on building capacity and 
generating an inner enthusiasm for learning while bringing subjects to the children that 
match their developmental stage. Reading and formal spelling instruction begin in Second 
Grade, and standardized testing typically shows lower achievement until fifth or sixth grade. 
By Sixth Grade, our students outperformed same-grade peers 
in all test areas.  

Beginning in the Third Grade, each student is given the  
Peabody Individual Achievement Test-Revised (PIAT-R). This 
oral, untimed, standardized, nationally norm-referenced* test 
is designed to obtain a survey of scholastic attainment, and 
the General Information subtest measures a child’s general 
knowledge in the content areas of Science, History,  
Humanities and Social Studies.  

Norm-referenced scores for the PIAT-R are reported as a percentile ranking. The subtests 
and composite scores indicate grade level equivalents and percentile ranking. This test is 
non-bracketed, which means a child can rise to his or her ability level, rather than being 
confined to questions at his or her chronological grade level. Each child is assessed using 
the material appropriate to age and level of accomplishment, working toward higher  
material until they answer incorrectly for five out of seven consecutive items.  

A student who scores 
in the 50th percentile 
is performing as well 

as or better than 50% 
of other students of 

the same grade level 

The Faculty provides oversight to the school’s  
curriculum development, pedagogical policy,  
program administration, personnel hiring and  
dismissal, professional development, classroom 
management, the festival life of the school and 
student admissions. 

à 100% have bachelor’s degrees 

à 57% have master’s degrees 

à 57% have current or previous teaching licenses 

18 Grades’ Students 19 KinderFarm Students 

· Enlivening the imagination

· Strengthening the creative will

· Deepening the capacity for understanding

· Awakening a sense of community



immerses students in their community to 

enrich development in a range of subjects, while also 

enabling them to understand local issues such as 

Indigenous history & culture, conservation and sustainability. 

· Completed visioning and strategic planning process with Board, Faculty &
Administration to guide the school’s direction into the future

· Began the process of purchasing a permanent site for the school

· Raised over $40,000 through volunteer-led efforts

· Received a center license for KinderFarm, providing six more early
education childcare openings and adding one additional employee

· Continued to enhance the school’s presence in the community by
hosting the Duluth Area Elementary School Fair, student art exhibit at the
Whole Foods Co-op, MayFaire Outdoor Festival, as well as tabling at several
local events

· Offered the school’s first Summer Camp program

· Continued to offset the cost of Waldorf training for faculty and staff

· Hired a full-time Director of Administration

New Administrator, Angela Mejdrich 

Art Show at Whole Foods Coop 

Duluth All Souls Night Art 

Exploring a Forever Home in Lakeside 

· Enlivening the imagination

· Strengthening the creative will

· Awakening a sense of community

· Deepening the capacity for understanding


