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“Everything about this educational model is intentional & based on a deep  

understanding of human development. Spirit of the Lake is warm and  

supportive - truly a community of people with the utmost respect and  

love for children, humanity and nature.” 

www.slcsduluth.org  |  218-721-4236   |  discover@slcsduluth.org   

“What did I learn through my Waldorf education at SLCS? That your  

community is at the heart of everything you do. Learning and playing keeps you 

young, even if your body gets old. Never stop learning - to do so would halt your  

progress of life's journey, and your exploration of the great world. Learning is a gift. 

Take it, expand it, share it, you have a duty to make the world a better place for  

everyone, whether they share your perspective or not. And most important,  

it's OK to be yourself.” 

“After starting our son's education in another school setting, we chose to transition 

to Spirit of the Lake in 2nd grade. We are so grateful for the quality of education he 

is receiving, both in academic subjects and also in learning to live well on this  

earth and in good relationship with others.” 

https://www.facebook.com/events/151989932019501/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A5%2C%22page_id_source%22%3A352133858184235%2C%22action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22main_list%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%22%7B%5C%22page_id%5C%25


 

Our Spirit. Our Story. We are pleased to share with you our 2016-17 annual report! 

Spirit of the Lake Community School is an independent school inspired by the  
Waldorf educational approach, and supported by tuition, contributions and the  
collective efforts of our community of faculty, students, parents, staff, volunteers 
and community partners.  

Our vision of community is to meet each other in a way that honors the uniqueness 
of each individual and allows each member to contribute to the community as a 
whole. In this way, we hope to be a positive influence on the larger culture. We 
work together in a collaborative and compassionate manner, each member taking  
responsibility for the work, wealth, and wisdom needed to create a sustainable,  
vibrant community that meets the needs of our students 
and families. Spirit of the Lake Community School is a 501
(c)(3) nonprofit organization and does not discriminate on 
the basis of ethnicity, national origin, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender expression, age, height, weight,  
physical or mental ability, veteran status, military  
obligations, and marital status in the administration of its 
educational policies and programs or hiring practices.  

As we celebrated our fifth year, the Board of Directors,  
Faculty and Administration engaged in a process of  
visioning and strategic planning. We identified goals for 
school growth and ways to continue building a strong 
foundation for our future. We will maintain our focus on 
program excellence and integrity, on creating a thriving 
and sustainable school community and on finding a  
permanent site for our school. 

In 2017-18, we continue deepening our roots in our local  
community with the goal of becoming a truly place– and 
land-based school. We will continue to seek and build the relationships and  
partnerships that support our mission and vison, enhance our programs and  
increase accessibility. 

As always, we are grateful for the continued support of our community. Your 
support strengthens our work with both current and future students and helps us  
expand our reach. It is through your efforts that we continue to grow and achieve 
our goals. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support—Miigwech! 

Educate the children in love 

Led by Waldorf-trained teachers, Spirit of the Lake Community School  

in Duluth, Minnesota, honors and educates the whole child by  

equally engaging body, mind, emotion & spirit. 

Receive the children in reverence 

Send them forth in f reedom 

- Rudolf Steiner 

An Ojibwe Elder 
has graciously 

named our report, 
which translates to 
“Spirit of the Lake 

Talking Paper 
About the School.”  
Our students have 

been studying 
Ojibwe Language & 

Culture for three 
years, as part of 
our place-based  

curriculum. 
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is to honor and educate  

the whole child by equally engaging  
body, mind, emotion, and spirit 

Among the fastest-growing type of independent,  
non-religious school worldwide; our faculty teach to 

children’s head, heart and hands 

 
The education we offer at Spirit of the Lake Community School and as members of 
the larger Waldorf community has a seasonal rhythm and is  land and place-based, 
experiential, holistic, research-supported, joyful and compassionate. Lessons are 
grounded in a deep understanding of child development and enhance children’s  
capacity for learning.  

As the originator of the Waldorf model, Rudolf Steiner’s work also guides our school 
philosophy. Our curriculum is based upon his unique humanitarian views, and  
lessons are purposefully crafted with an understanding of human development that 
addresses the needs of the growing child.  

The foundation of our early childhood education program is based on play,  
movement and oral learning to build a capacity for lifelong learning. As children 
progress through The Grades, the curriculum becomes more academically  
stimulating and challenging.  

At the core of all teaching lies a comprehensive education infused with the  
creativity needed to stimulate critical thinking, develop emotional intelligence, and 
inspire artistic expression. Our interdisciplinary  
curriculum is rich in humanities and sciences and 
integrated with art, handwork, music and  
movement. We utilize natural learning materials 
and hands-on projects to deepen the discovery 
process, while making connections to our  
community, our region and the natural world.  

We are proud to offer a curriculum that integrates 
art across the subject areas, and includes drawing, 
painting, modeling and sculpting, drama, diatonic  
and pentatonic flutes, form drawing, and soprano 
and alto recorders. Our specialty teachers provide  
instruction in a second language, Latin, handwork, 
woodwork, music and strings’ ensemble.  

Socio-emotional learning is an integral part of our 
curriculum; teachers typically stay with their clas-
ses from grades one through eight. This nurturing  
relationship, over time, gives children a strong 
sense of security and confidence, allowing them to focus their energy on learning.   

We currently offer the Growing Together program, serving parents and their  
children ages 18-36 months; we invite homeschool student to join in on the active 
and hands-on learning led by our caring, skilled instructors; and an afterschool 
Homework Club and Running Club for our middle school students. We plan to offer  
additional afterschool programming in the future. 

Land & placed-based  
education promotes  

learning that is rooted in 
the unique history,  

environment, culture, 
economy, literature  

and art of a particular 
place. Students are 

learning from the land 
as well as integrating  
indigenous histories,  

cultures and languages 
 in a way that respects 

and honors cultural  
and spiritual integrity. 
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We are a small but growing community. Our intention is to be accessible for all families 
who wish to be a part of our school. It is our vision to continue to grow and expand into an 
even fuller and more diverse student body.  

of our K-6 students are eligible for  

Free or Reduced Lunch

In the Waldorf model of education, the first years of school focus on building capacity and 
generating an inner enthusiasm for learning while bringing subjects to the children that 
match their developmental stage. Reading and formal spelling instruction begins in second 
grade.  
 
Beginning in the spring of grade three, students at Spirit 
of the Lake are given the Peabody Individual Achievement 
Test-Revised (PIAT-R) each year. This untimed, standard-
ized, nationally norm-referenced* test is designed to  
obtain a survey of scholastic attainment. Norm-referenced 
scores for the PIAT-R are reported as a percentile ranking.  
 
With only one year of formal reading and spelling and no 
prior experience with formal testing, our third graders' test 
results compare to that of typical third graders in most areas.  
By fifth grade, our students outperformed their typical same-grade peers in all areas.  

The Parent Council has representatives from each class, but, in essence, is comprised of 
the whole parent body. Parent Council’s work is in the realm of faculty support, outreach, 
community events, friend-raising and working to be a presence in our larger Duluth  
community. 

A student who scores 
in the 50th percentile  
is performing as well 

as or better than 50% 
of other students of 

the same grade level 

The Faculty provides oversight to the school’s curriculum development, pedagogical policy, 
program administration, personnel hiring and dismissal, professional development,  
classroom management and student admissions. 
 

 100% have bachelor’s degrees 

 50% have master’s degrees in education or curriculum and instruction 

 100% have current or previous teaching licenses 

 100% have Waldorf teacher certification or are in-training 

We are fortunate to have generous volunteers who donate their work, wealth and wisdom 
to our school community. From behind the scenes to the front of the classroom, it is our 
volunteers who make our school function. Thank you for all that you do. 

“The physical and intellectual transition [to public high school] was easy,  

I'd go so far as to say we were a little over-prepared.  

I think we were all a little confused by how easy the homework was.“ 

St. Louis County 42% 

Minnesota 38% 

United States 52% 

*Data Source: National Center for Education  
Statistics, Common Core of Data. 2014-15.  
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 Added  a new first-grade class and hired a new full-time Faculty member 

 Received a grant from the Northland Foundation* to expand our KinderFarm program  

 Initiated a visioning process to develop a new strategic plan that will guide the next 5-7 
years of our growth 

 Continued to enhance and extend our presence in the community through organizing 
and hosting the first Duluth elementary school fair, other community and family events  

 Worked with an architect and builder to develop our new KinderFarm space   

 Maintained our dedication to offsetting faculty training costs 

 Started center licensure for our KinderFarm program, opening up our program to more  
children and creating more staff positions   

 Raised over $10,000 in donations through a crowdfunding campaign to use to purchase 
our forever home  

*Spirit of the Lake Community School wishes to thank the State of Minnesota, with support 
of the Northland Foundation, for funding our KinderFarm childcare expansion with a 
$16,500grant. This act of generosity enables us to move closer to our vision of being  
accessible to all families. 

In early 2017 the Board of Directors, Faculty, and Administration began working with Kap 
Wilkes, a certified facilitator, to further develop our vision for Spirit of the Lake Community 

School.  We reached consensus on  
common values and a shared vision. 

From these common values and this 
shared vision, we were able to create a 
new vision statement:   

Spirit of the Lake Community School  
envisions a beautiful, forever home in 
Duluth that offers a full Waldorf  
curriculum, is informed by a place- and 
land-based focus, and provides students 
with authentic experiences to learn from 

and connect with nature. The three-fold governance of faculty, board and administration  
creates and sustains a healthy, inclusive, warm, balanced, strong and compassionate culture. 
Our unique learning experience, combined with a receptive school culture, attracts and  
expands a full and diverse student body. 

With its glimpse into our ideal future, this vision statement provides an overarching goal 
for our school community. Guided by our common values and vision, we are developing of a 
strategic plan that will move us toward our goal.  

Known, Valued and Accessible to the Community 

Place– and Land-Based Waldorf Curriculum 

Continued Healthy Leadership 

Permanent Home 

What do we hope to achieve in the next 3-5 years? 

 

71% Tuition 

13% Donations &Fundraising 

8% KinderFarm Grant 

7% Fees 

1% Other 

*$10,000 of our total revenue was raised from our crowdfunding campaign and is reserved for future site expense. 
Additionally, $10,000 from our DEED grant will be applied to KinderFarm expansion expenses in 2017-18.  

 

65% Salaries 

19% Building &Grounds 

9% Classroom Expenses 

4% General & Administrative 

2% Staff Development 

1% Development 
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Deborah Augsburger 

Benjamin Baker 

Bridgette Baker 

Darla Baker 

David Baker 

Daniel Beck 

Martha Beck 

Julie and John Bellehumeur  

Susan Bellehumeur  

Dawn Bendiske  

Eli Bissonett  

Ann and Larry Bowman 

Carolyn Brooks 

Emily Buckley 

Chase Collver 

Kathleen Coughlin 

Gerald Creager 

Harriet Crofts  

Tom and Linda Curran  

Michelle Defoe 

Suzanna Didier  

Lori Dinsmore 

Marlene Donaldson 

Thomas Donaldson and Heidi 
Frison  

Kathy Dowell  

Peter Drachman 

Jacob Dunlap 

Andrea Dwyer 

Rebecca Ehling 

Molly Ehling Conover 

Mark Engebretson 

Erika Fryklepak 

Ann Glumac  

Allen Gregoire 

Diane Gregoire 

John Gregoire 

Carol Hand 

Jnana Hand 

Cecelia Hanon 

David Hanon 

Miles and Elizabeth Hanon  

Miriam Hanson 

Anne-Marie Hendrickson 

Ashley and Sam Hise  

Stacy Holden 
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Abigail Kafer 

Lucas Kinzel 
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Faye Korpi 

Brandon LaBelle 

Jennifer LaBelle 

Michelle LeBeau 

Nancy and Ted Lewis  

Thomas Livingston 

Kevin Lloyd 

Melvin Long 

Diane Lourey 

Jessica Lourey 

Kimberly Luedtke 

Patty and Greg Luke 

The Marshall Family  

Terry McCarthy 

Linda Miner DiBello 

Sondra Mowers 

Kevin Myers 

Deborah Nelson  

Scott and Jillian Nelson  

Kim Nordin and Zach Schul 

Patricia and Harold Nordin 

Kami Norland 

Bill O'Neill and Amethyst  
Harle-Heim  

Kristy Marie O’Neill  

Alexis Olson 

Anne Peek 

Amy Pennington 

Katrina Pierson  

Walter and Gerianne Pietrowski 

Jill and Jim Pospisil 

Joan Price 

Hobbs Quast 

Phyllis Saliin 

Wendy Saliin and Jason Wall 

Jeanne Saver 

Elaine Schmid and Erik Pheifer  

Robert Schmid 

Thomas Schmid 

Kent Schul 

Brandon Smith  

James Starzynski and Julie Flint 

Nora Ulland 

William Ulland 

Eliot VanAntwerp 

Carole and Terrence Wall 

Christopher Wall 

Geoff and Gudrun Witrak  

Cari Wright and Family  

Josh and Karen Ziball  

 

Please accept our apologies for 
any errors or omissions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For all those who have contributed to our school  
through the generous donation of their work,  
wealth and wisdom, thank you. 

Wendy Saliin, Board Chair 

Deb Nelson  

Kim Nordin  

Jill Pospisil  

Elaine Schmid  

Suzanna Didier 

Ashley Hise 

Nancy Lewis 

Elaine Schmid 

 

Angela Mejdrich 
 

Dawn Bendiske, Handwork Instructor 

Julie Bellehumeur, Growing Together—Parent & Tot Teacher 

John Finkle, Woodworking Instructor 

Ella Fox, KinderFarm Teaching Assistant 

Amanda Manmohan, Strings Music Instructor 

Brandon Smith, Music Instructor 

James Starzynski, Beeswax Sculpting Instructor 

 

Julie Bellehumeur 

66% Faculty, specialty teachers and staff 

10% Classroom and related expenses 

24% School space rental, maintenance and 
daily operations 
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everyone, whether they share your perspective or not. And most important,  

it's OK to be yourself.” 

“After starting our son's education in another school setting, we chose to transition 

to Spirit of the Lake in 2nd grade. We are so grateful for the quality of education he 

is receiving, both in academic subjects and also in learning to live well on this  

earth and in good relationship with others.” 

https://www.facebook.com/events/151989932019501/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A5%2C%22page_id_source%22%3A352133858184235%2C%22action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22page%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22main_list%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%22%7B%5C%22page_id%5C%25



