
Thimbleberry Preschool is a beautiful and safe environment for children, where the natural 
wonder of childhood is both guarded and nurtured. A strong daily, weekly and seasonal 
rhythm informs activities, providing the stability and security so important to children. 

Daily outdoor exploration and play, giving children unhurried 
time to carefully observe what the natural world has to teach 

Healthy, creative play with natural materials to nurture the  
imagination, including beautiful colored silk and cotton cloths, 
wooden play stands, simple cloth and wooden dolls, blocks, logs, 
stones and shells along with a selection of capes, hats and crowns 
for dress-up 

Watercolor painting, beeswax modeling and crayon drawing, 
sewing projects, seasonal projects, and finger knitting  

Daily snack of nuts or seeds and fresh fruit. During mealtime, 
children learn to use table manners and to have appropriate 
conversations with their classmates. 

A journey of movement, verse and 
song with themes which travel 

through the seasons of the year.  
The telling of carefully chosen 
fairy tales, nature stories and  

seasonal tales which can include a 
puppet show by the teacher or 

a dramatic rendering by the  
students. 

THIMBLEBERRY PRESCHOOL



Rosebud Kindergarten is a beautiful and safe environment for children, where the natural 
wonder of  childhood is both guarded and nurtured. A strong daily, weekly and seasonal 
rhythm informs activities, providing the stability and security so important to children. 

Daily outdoor exploration and play, giving children unhurried 
time to carefully observe what the natural world has to teach 

Healthy, creative play with natural materials to nurture the  
imagination, including beautiful colored silk and cotton cloths, 
wooden play stands, simple cloth and wooden dolls, blocks, logs, 
stones and shells along with a selection of capes, hats and crowns 
for dress-up 

Watercolor painting, beeswax modeling and crayon drawing, 
sewing projects, seasonal projects, and finger knitting  

Daily snack of nuts or seeds and fresh fruit. During mealtime, 
children learn to use table manners and to have appropriate 
conversations with their classmates. 

A journey of movement, verse and 
song with themes which travel 

through the seasons of the year.  
The telling of carefully chosen 
fairy tales, nature stories and  

seasonal tales which can include a 
puppet show by the teacher or 

a dramatic rendering by the  
students. 

ROSEBUD KINDERGARTEN



As the first graders transition into the warm, rosy, grade one classroom, they begin a journey with new and familiar 

classmates and a class teacher who will guide them through grade eight. The capacity for learning that was built in early 

childhood and the ability to form deeper relationships helps first graders navigate this new step in their education. First 

graders eagerly look to their teacher as an example of the goodness and beauty in the world, feel at-one with their  

classmates, and delight in the fairy tale stories from which the letters of the alphabet emerge. First graders continue to 

spend plenty of time outdoors, both at recess and during nature study classes.  

Fairy tales and nature stories, pictorial introduction to the alphabet, beginning 
writing and reading  

Foreign language and culture, speech, class play, wet-on-wet painting, 
beeswax modeling, nature study, singing, pentatonic flute, knitting, jump rope and circle games  

Arithmetic begins with the quality of numbers, helping children form a deeper 
connection with what numbers represent in the natural world, and then moves on to the four  
processes of addition, subtraction, division and multiplication, always in connection to  
movement. Skip counting, Roman numerals, multiplication in rhythm, mental arithmetic and  
math facts round out the year  

Foundational skills for writing; archetypal forms of lines, curves, and spirals; 
running forms; moving forms with the body  



The second grader is still guided by the sense of beauty, imagination, and wonder that was so much a part of grade  
one, accompanied by a stronger, sustained focus for academic learning. The stories of saints and fables that form the 
basis for this year's literature match the children's own emerging experience of polarity.  

Development of written and oral language skills through exploration of riddles, fables, parables, 
myths and legends. Using materials drawn from classroom literature, children begin reading and 
writing longer sentences. Cursive is introduced.  

Foreign language and culture, speech, class play, form drawing, wet-on-wet painting, beeswax 
and clay modeling, nature studies, singing, pentatonic flute, knitting, jump rope and circle games  

Capacity with the four process of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division introduced in 
grade one continues to develop, while children also move into place value, multiplication tables, 
math games and geometric patterns  



In third grade, students are becoming more aware of their individuality in the world. As they lose some of their sense of 
intimate connection to their surroundings, the curriculum brings support through the study of practical, grounding  
activities like gardening, shelter-building, cooking and crafts.  

The year's stories revolve around early people's 
striving to understand their place in the world and 
their relationship to spirit. The Anishinaabe creation 
story and the Hebrew scriptures are studied. The  
children write descriptive prose and nature poems, 
and begin studying sentence structure and parts of 
speech.  

 

The emphasis is on mastery of foundational skills,  
the expansion of skills related to multiplication and  
division, and the introduction of measurement.  
Children are introduced to basic graphs and tables.  

Foreign language and culture, crocheting, knitting,  
spinning and dyeing, clay and beeswax modeling,  
watercolor painting, flute and singing, games, hiking and 
trail-building, and an overnight class trip  



Fourth grade children strive for individual competency in their approach to learning. They are becoming increasingly active in their 
studies, asking, “When we want to know, how can we find out?” They learn to use what they already know, make close observations 
and generate theories. They also do research to compare the deductions of others with their own to broaden their understanding. 
This year is not about memorizing facts, but rather about generating living inquiry in the child while continuing to develop the  
capacity for rhythmical memory. 

The great epics of the Norse and Finnish 
peoples form the literary theme of the year. All eight parts 
of speech, punctuation, tenses, spelling and grammatical 
terms are studied in context of both these epics and zoo-
logy lessons. Children write reports, letters, and narratives.   

Daily mental math, the four processes, 
place value up to 6 figures, times tables up to 12x12,  
multiplication with 3-digit multipliers, factors, prime  
numbers, measurement, long division, adding and  
subtracting fractions, story problems  

Creating simple maps of the school,  
neighborhood and the St. Louis river, children’s attention  
is also drawn to the Great Lakes, the connections the 
Anishinaabe and European peoples had to the land, and 
the importance of waterways and railroads  

Zoology includes a careful study of the animal 
kingdom, a look at animals' relationship to humans, 
and individual report writing 

 
The Anishinaabe migration to the Lake Superior 

basin, the Voyageurs, Great Lakes shipping, European  
settlers to the Duluth area, early industry and culture across 
the state 

Foreign language and culture, orchestra, music, handwork, 
form drawing, class play, wet-on-wet painting, modeling,  
diatonic flute, games, overnight class trip  



Fifth grade is often viewed as the golden age of childhood. Children are poised between childhood and young adulthood, 
their bodies in near perfect proportion, and their movements coordinated, balanced and harmonious. The carefree and  
imaginative stage of their earlier childhood now blends with a growing capacity for critical thinking, a strengthening sense 
of independence, and an increasing self-awareness. Their abilities are celebrated in the spring with their participation in a 
Greek pentathlon, an Olympiad event held with regional Waldorf Schools.  

Reflective, descriptive, and analytical compositions  
including poetry, reports, stories, business letters, and summaries of main  
lesson studies, an introduction to ancient writing forms, grammar, book  
reports, drama, and an independent project  

Fractions and mixed numbers utilizing all four processes, an 
introduction of decimals, story problems with multiple steps and processes, 
basic statistics for sorting, displaying and interpreting information, geometric 
solids, angles and degrees, perimeter and area of triangles and rectangles, 
complex and intersecting geometrical forms drawn by hand, mental math,  
averages  

A close look at the myths, religious beliefs and social achievements 
of ancient civilizations as a lens to study humanity’s progress through its 
phases of consciousness  

North America and the intersection of region, culture and  
economics, the ancient civilizations of India, Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persia  
and Greece, including cartography, major land forms and climate  

Botany with an emphasis on local plants and their relation to the  
environment, ranging from primitive fungi to vascular plants 

Foreign language and culture, painting,   
strings’ ensemble, sculpture, soprano  
recorder, music, handwork, woodwork,  
drawing, movement & games 



The sixth grader is ready to approach the world with a certain amount of lawfulness, to seek out rules, to understand 
cause and effect, and to explore phenomena of the physical world. On the cusp of puberty, they often experience swings 
in emotion,  a lengthening of the limbs, an increased social interest and awareness, and a highly critical nature. The aim 
of the Waldorf curriculum at this age is to direct this critical nature and ability to think analytically towards observing the 
natural world from a scientific standpoint. The increased social interest and awareness provides the opportunity for the 
children to take responsibility for their class community. 

Continued grammar, punctuation 
and spelling; expository, descriptive, narrative and 
report writing; reading different genres 

Business math, percentages,  
mathematical formulas, and precise geometric 
drawing with compass and straight edge 

Roman history, medieval history, rise of 
Islam 

Europe 

Earth-centered astronomy, mineralogy, 
and physics (sound, light, heat, magnetism, static 
electricity) 

Foreign language and  
culture, speech, class play, hand sewing, woodworking, wet-on-
wet painting, clay sculpture, singing, soprano and alto recorder, 
stringed instrument, team sports, medieval games 



Reaching adolescence, the seventh grader navigates two worlds— the world around them and their own growing inner emotional 
life. As they navigate these two poles, they find themselves desiring solitude and time for introspection as well as longing for social 
connection and acceptance in the world. This is the crux of the matter when the seventh grader swings between extremes. The  
rigor of the curriculum meets the child directly and asks for engagement, responsibility, and social connection, while also  
respecting the child’s need for inner solitude and a deep feeling life. In History, the study of the Renaissance and the Age of  
Exploration engage the students in thinking about the biographies of key individuals in history and the impacts they had on the 
world, while in the Creative Writing block, the students have the opportunity to give expression to their inner feeling life through 
poetry and short story writing. The balanced curriculum of art, movement, music, handwork, sciences, geography, history,  
mathematics, language, and drama is an excellent match for the seventh grader’s life of extremes.  

Creative writing, poetic forms 
and research papers 
 

Pre-algebra, negative numbers,  
exponents, Pythagorean theorem, geometric  
drawing and perspective drawing 
 

Renaissance history,  
biographies, Reformation, Age of Exploration 
 

Africa and/or South America 
 

Inorganic chemistry (combustion, acids 
and bases, solutions), physics (acoustics, optics, 
heat, electricity and mechanics), physiology 
(systems and organs) 

Foreign language 
and culture, speech, drama, hand sewing, painting, singing,  
recorder and games 



Embarking on their last year of middle school, eighth graders are ready to turn themselves outward toward the world around them,  

using all they have gained during their school years to act confidently and responsibly. They have high ideals, personal opinions, 

and an eagerness to explore their next phase of life. Thus, the history curriculum brings them from the past into the present in their 

own country, and geographical studies examine distribution of resources and world trade. The arts continue to be woven into the  

curriculum as students create their own beautiful, original textbooks. Two highlights of the eighth grade year are the mentorship 

project, which allows each student to pursue an interest in great depth and the culminating class trip, an extended trip in which 

classmates strengthen their lasting friendships and work together towards a common goal.  

Short stories and story  
elements, Shakespeare, reading and discussing 
novels, essay writing and research papers 

Algebra, plane and solid geometry 
(Platonic solids), graphing linear equations, surface 
area and volume, number bases 

U.S. and Modern history, 
biographies, French, American and Russian  
Revolutions, the Industrial Revolution and the Civil 
Rights movement 

World trade and distribution of  
resources, Asia 

Inorganic chemistry (combustion, acids 
and bases, solutions), physics (acoustics, optics, 
heat, electricity and mechanics), physiology 
(systems and organs) 

Foreign language 
and culture, speech, drama, mentorship project, class trip,  
machine sewing, painting, clay modeling, singing, orchestra, 
recorder and games 


